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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The ‘ines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


Thousands of Americans live be- 
hind prison walls, most of them 
lonely and friendless, all in need of 
helpful contacts with the world out- 
side. These prisoners’ hopes for the 
reconstruction of their lives depend 
much upon being in touch with out- 
siders who believe in them. Penal 
authorities state that most prisoners 
make good upon release when they 
have encouragement, a job, a 
chance to make the right kind of 
friends and to feel they belong. 


Dorothy Scheer has proved that 
it is possible to help thousands 
of prisoners without leaving one’s 
own home. The channels of com- 
munication she has found can be 
shared by all — the penal press and 
the letters that are welcomed by 
prisoners and wardens, many of 
them published in the penal press. 
Letters to others outside are im- 
portant too, to elicit their interest in 
prisoners and prison reform. 


Mrs. Scheer has awakened many 
to the fact that each prison has a 
well-edited, informative periodical 
which is the only voice from those 
inside to the world at large. By sub- 
scribing to the publication edited 
and published by the prisoners of 
the nearest state prison, one can be 
continualiy informed on their prob- 
lems, their hopes and their activi- 
ties. Such a publication also reveals 
the things prisoners are equipped 
to do by way of self help, publi- 
cizes their arts and crafts and the 
many useful items they make in 
prison workshops, the sale of which 
offers them a way to accumulate 
a nest egg against the day of release. 

Church youth groups could gain 
much insight into some of the ma- 
jor social problems of our day 
through such contacts. Most of us 
live near a state institution where 
thousands of young men or women 
are confined because they made 
one mistake but who often feel 
they would not have made that mis- 
take had they had a fair and decent 
opportunity. 

Through the penal press, you 


will discover that most prison 
(continued NEXT coal.) 





WELCOME! ... . to the host 
of readers who have joined us 
through holiday gift subscrip- 
tions. And a word of explana- 
tion. Between The Lines makes 
no attempt to “cover” the news. 
We only deal with those events 
and trends that will have per- 
manent influence on our lives 
and in our society. But this type 
of reporting is only for the stout- 
hearted; readers who put party 
politics, economic doctrine, ra- 
cial theory or religious dogma 
above an honest search for fact 
and truth will find rough going 
on these pages! 


A comprehensive picture 
of the spiritual concepts and 
the personal philosophy that 
constitutes the background of 
Between The Lines and its editor 
may be found in the recent book, 
Journey Into Light, by Charles 
A. Wells. This searching study 
analyzes the place which the 
Christian faith must have in the 
nuclear age if our civilization is 
to survive. Packed full of valu- 
able research data, yet highly 
condensed, this handsomelv 
bound hard-cover book of 142 
pages is priced at $2.50 pp. Or- 
der from Between The Lines 
Press, 152 Madison Ave., New 
York 16, N. Y. 











“What Can I Do?” (cont.) 
inmates aid orphans in their own 
states; some adopt foreign children 
in need. A California prison has 
adopted an entire orphanage. An 
Iowa state prison donated a week’s 
intake on a theatrical production to 
a crippled children’s hospital. Near- 
ly all prisons make large quantities 
of toys to give to orphan children 
at Christmas. 

Would you like to enlarge your friendships 
in this way? Write to Mrs. Dorothy Scheer, 
641 Maris St., Philadelphia 28, Pa., and she 
will send you information about the penal 
press. Or write directly to the prison warden 
of the prison in your state, asking that the 
prison periodical be sent to you. Thirty prison 
periodicals from this country, Canada and 
Latin America recently joined 28,000 prison 
inmates at Eastern State Penitentiary (Pa.) in 
honoring Dorothy Scheer as Mrs. Public Re: 


lations of the Penal Press—‘’a friend to 
those in need of friendship.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE LAST TOCSIN: The nature of current military tensions and dis- 

cords between forces within this country, as well as those between 
East and West, is revealed in the 414 page study, Arms and The State, 
published recently by the 20th Century Fund. This book was written by 
the military historian, Walter Millis, assisted by researchers H. G. Mans- 
field and Harold Stein. 


There has been little news of this important documentary study 
in the press so far for obvious reasons: It charges that behind a veil of 
secrecy, “elite” presidential appointees, most of them in uniform or with 
military background, make the crucial decisions which vitally affect the life 
of America and the state of the world — without providing the American 
people or their representatives with adequate information on the issues in- 
volved or even the knowledge that the decisions have been made. 


CONGRESS, THE PRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
can only struggle for the answers after the nation has already been com- 
mitted to far-reaching and often dangerous policies, according to Arms and 
The State. Seeking to be charitable to the Eisenhower Administration, the 
study assays these developments as “doubtless unplanned effects” of the 
Eisenhower Administration, caught in the startling scientific revolution of 
our times. With science pushing military techniques at a furious pace into 
uncharted areas of unlimited power, confusion and the breakdown of tra- 
ditional patterns of democratic authority could be expected. But behind 
the walls of elaborate and unmanageable security restrictions, censorship 
and military secrecy, the power resides in the hands of an elite few to com- 
mit our nation to experiments of fantastic cost (often futile because of in- 
adequate scientific consultation), to blundering delays, to dangerous brink- 
manship. In these elite groups there also resides the power to commit our 
nation to war without any of the democratic processes inherent in our 
traditions. 


IMMENSE SIGNIFICANCE is attached to this study because as 
a nation we are now moving into an era when war can be started on a 
split-second schedule of communications in which there will be little time 
for the evaluation of the information flashed from such undependable 
sources as military spy networks. If we can’t retain our traditional demo- 
cratic controls when there are hours — and possibly days — standing as a 
barrier between war and peace, what becomes of “the right for the peo- 
ple to decide” when that margin is reduced to seconds? There is hope that 
this important study, published only about a month ago, will receive more 
attention soon and will create corrective influences in and out of Congress. 


THE MIKOYAN MISSION 


N the thousands of words written about the visit of the Soviet’s First 

Deputy Prime Minister Mikoyan, the press has consistently by-passed 
the statements by Mikoyan which would have enlightened the American 
people on the true nature of the conflict between Marxism and the West 
at this moment. 


AMERICA’S ACE REPORTER on diplomatic affairs, James 
Reston, broke this conspiracy of evasion by quoting conversations and in- 
terviews in which Anastas Mikoyan repeatedly emphasized that the Berlin 
crisis arises over Russia’s opposition to the nuclear rearmament of Ger- 
many. “In fact, memoranda of these talks suggest that the demilitarization 
of Germany is now the major objective of Soviet policy in Europe, and 
this underscores one of the great tragedies and ironies of postwar history” 


which Mr. Reston explains was the total destruction of the German state in 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Science Explores New Frontiers 


The U. S. Public Health Service 
has reported that the levels of harm- 
ful radiation in the atmosphere in- 
creased from 40 to 50 per cent 
during last fall after the final 
U. S. and Soviet bomb tests. The 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
prompt!y issued reassuring state- 
ments that the atmospheric radia- 
tion is still below the danger point. 

The foreign press, however, not 
only gave much more emphasis to 
the reports than the American 
press but often noted that the harm- 
ful influences of radiation had been 
greatly underestimated in the past 
by U. S. atomic officials and that 
the permissible limits of radiation 
had been repeatedly lowered as 
new knowledge had been gained — 
a fact which is kept largely hushed 
in this country. Because such re- 
ports are played down here, the 
American public is rarely aware of 
the agitation that exists throughout 
the rest of the world to stop all 
tests, a sentiment which the Soviet 
successfully exploits by constant de- 
mands that all atomic tests stop, ir- 
respective of political differences. 

Radioactive strontium 90, which 
causes cancer, was especially in- 
creased in most of the U. S., the 
radioactive elements winding up in 
the milk of cows feeding on fodder 
and grass affected by fall-out. The 
highest increases were noted in the 
St. Louis area, with Chicago, North- 
ern New York and New England 
next. Tiiese varying degrees of in- 
creased radiation were likewise re- 
ported throughout the world, with 
Scandinavia particularly affected, 
and Japan and parts of India re- 
cording increased exposure. (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 8; Ch. Sci. Mon., Jan. 7.) 

A chemical substance — lithium 
—is being introduced in large quan- 
tities in the hydrogen bomb, ac- 
cording to the belief of atomic sci- 
entists who are not associated with 
U. S. military projects. Lithium pre- 
sents an inexpensive method of pro- 
ducing a powerful hydrogen explo- 
sion — one that can easily be en- 
larged to almost any proportion of 
destructiveness at very low cost. 
The AEC still refuses to comment 
on the findings of the scientists, but 
trained observers have noted a bi- 
zarre happening in the skies —a 
man-made or artificial aurora. The 
astonishing evening-tide glow in the 
south polar regions, not visible to 
the naked eye, was detected on the 
spectograph and ascribed to lithi- 
um in the high atmosphere, a con- 
stituent not previously known to be 
present in the atmosphere. 

Dr. H. Odishaw, noted physicist, 
said, “A plain inference is that 
these new manifestations are relat- 
ed to nuclear tests. The U. S. is 


probably using lightweight metal 
(continued on NEXT col.) 


lithium as a kind of ‘make-it-as- 
you-go’ method of generating hy- 
drogen explosives with the bomb or 
missile itself.” Because the lithium 
process offers a cheap method for 
making H-bombs of unlimited pow- 
er, these reports are creating a con- 
siderable stir in such countries as 
France, Red China and Japan, 
where the governments have an- 
nounced a determination to attain 
an atomic arsenal but have been 
handicapped by the exorbitant costs 
of nuclear production. 

LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS? 
Some of the impetus behind the 
drive into outer space arises from 
the growing conviction that there is 
life on other planets. This does not 
mean that such planets as Mars, 
Mercury, Venus and others in our 
galaxy are inhabited, but the con- 
viction grows that in the universe 
there are millions of planets upon 
which life does exist. For instance, 
studies during the geophysical year 
just ended have convinced astron- 
omers that there are forms of plant 
life on Mars. One of the world’s 
greatest astronomers, Dr. Harlow 
Shapley of Harvard, has written a 
short volume on the subject of life 
in space, Of Stars and Man (Dou- 
bleday, ’58). To the question, “Will 
we find life existing in other 
worlds?”, Dr. Shapley gives a re- 
sounding “Yes.” Not only does he 
believe that life exists elsewhere in 
the universe, but he also feels that 
some forms of life may far surpass 
the intellectual levels of civilization 
on our earth. To support his belief, 
Dr. Shapley presents imposing evi- 
dence from astronomy, biology, 
physics, chemistry, geology, etc. 

Dr. Shapley’s thesis is supported 
by the research findings of Dr. Mel- 
vin Calvin, noted chemist of the 
Univ. of California. Dr. Calvin re- 
ports evidence that this planet in its 
primordial state had soil and at- 
mospheric conditions now demon- 
strably existing on hundreds of mil- 
lions of other planets elsewhere in 
the universe. “Therefore,” states 
Dr. Calvin, “plants and animal life 
similar to those on this earth likely 
exist on other earth-like planets 
known in the universe. Since in the 
course of the chemical and biotic 
evolution the appearance of man on 
the surface of the earth has occu- 
pied only a very small fragment of 
time, less than a million years out 
of five billion or more, it is clear 
that we may expect to find cellular 
life, pre-cellular life and post-hu- 
man life on many other planets.” 

Some astronomers and physicists, 
who are concerned over the perver- 
sion of science by the military, are 
even daring to hope that a new 
forceful, dramatic discovery about 
life elsewhere in the universe might 
unite warring mankind before this 
planets’ life is destroyed. 








X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 

the latter part of World War II under the U. S. unconditional surrender poli- 
cy and then the rebuilding of Germany as a military power by the U. S. 
— all in one generation! Mr. Reston attributes this historical absurdity to 


the failure of the bi-partisan system in American political life. (N. Y. 
Times, Jan. 8.) 


THE SALIENT FACTS that are not being made clear to the 
American people are: The rearming of Germany by the U. S. has been 
accelerated so that, with the addition of nuclear weapons, the Germans 
will once more be the most powerful military factor in Europe. The Rus- 
sians are not the only ones who are nervous over such prospects. There is 
much grumbling among our allies, in France, Italy, Norway, Denmark, 
where the Nazi occupation is so well remembered, although none suf- 
fered such ravages as were visited on Russia. As pointed out in our last 
issue, U. S.-controlled West Germany represents about three-fourths of the 
German population and industrial resources. The reconstruction (with the 
blessings of the U. S.) of the mighty Krupp iron and steel empire, which 
contributed so much to the creation of the Nazi military power, gives con- 
siderable justification to the Russian fears. (AP dispatches, Jan. 7.) (Only 
six years ago, the present head of the Krupp Empire, Alfred Krupp, was 
released from prison where he had been held as a war criminal!) The Rus- 
sians have broken their agreement about maintaining the Allied control 
over Berlin, but the U. S. has, quite as flagrantly, broken its agreement to 
keep Germany “unarmed forever.” 


MUCH ANNOYANCE and considerable despondency is ex- 
pressed among Allied diplomats over the unimaginative, negative, deep- 
freeze attitude in the Pentagon, White House and State Dept. on East-West 
relations. The Soviet has been pushing the Rapacki Plan to relieve tensions, 
which is their version of “disengagement,” the nuclear disarming of all 
Germany and Central Europe. The U. S. has, at this writing, offered no al- 
ternate suggestion, nothing but the continued rearming of Germany. 


U. S. OBSERVERS WHO SPEAK RUSSIAN FLUENTLY and 
who followed Mikoyan closely give a very challenging report of his impact 
on American minds: Before luncheon and dinner meetings with leading 
businessmen, interviews with students and educators, Mikoyan did a ter- 
rific job in presenting the more moderate views of the post-Stalin Kremlin 
leadership and dispelled many misconceptions and fables about Russia and 
the Communist revolution. (N. Y. Times, Jan. 11, Christian Sci. Mon., Jan. 
12, Washington Post, Jan. 13, 14, etc.) Here are some of the points most 
forcibly made: The Russians have no interest in conquering the world — 
they won’t need to, said Mikoyan. He conceded frankly that the Soviet had 
made cruel and terrible mistakes but questioned whether such an enor- 
mous reorganization of any type could have been accomplished without 
mistakes. The mistakes do not change the facts as he sees them, that capi- 
talism and capitalist-controlled democracy has been a stage in the evo- 
lution of history, as was feudalism, but that Marxist socialism inevitably 
would be the next era of history. Thus, he holds that America will some- 
day unavoidably become socialist. If the U. S. can reform capitalism and 
make it superior to Marxist socialism, well and good. The contest can be 
settled by economic competition. While corrupt capitalist regimes must 
often be uprooted by violence and the proletarian Marxist regimes must 
sometimes use force to maintain their position against the resurgence of 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 








Working Wives and Economics 


(Continued from our last issue) 


The tragedy of human life, com- 
mented a wise Frenchman, lies in 
the fact that women love men and 
men love their work. Certainly 
many wives of able, ambitious 
men would agree with this over- 
simplified epigram. But women 
who also find self-expression in 
their work — whatever the field 
may be — likewise can create far 
more satisfying relationships with 
their husbands by understanding 
and sharing the rich rewards of ab- 
sorption beyond themselves. 

This absorption need not neces- 
sarily be in the field of the hus- 
band’s work — though it may be. It 
need not necessarily be a profes- 
sional remunerative job — though it 
may be. The important element is 
absorption in work for which one 
is particularly qualified by both 
natural talent and acquired skill. 

Despite the financial—and some- 
times personal — disadvantages of 
careers (which we analysed in our 
last issue on the basis of extra taxes 
and extra overhead), many wives 
prefer to work. They may be trained 
and absorbed in a particular profes- 
sion or art, which they find more 
stimulating and satisfying than 
housework. Recent social studies 
disclose that some women prefer 
the regularity and exactness of a 
job to the more vague boundaries 
of volunteer work and the endless, 
unexpected demands of housework. 
Others may simply prefer living on 
a slightly better scale than the fam- 
ily could afford otherwise — even 
if it takes all their own earnings to 
pay for the extras. 

This is a very personal decision 
that each wife and her husband 
must make for themselves and for 
the welfare of their own family. If 
there are children at home — 
whether babies or teenagers — the 
wife and mother must have a very 
strong motivation indeed to justify 
her taking on a job outside her 
home. In a household where the 
husband’s working hours require an 
inflexible schedule each day — and 
the children’s school routine is 
equally firm, it is difficult for moth- 
er to add another rigid work sched- 
ule. “Something's gotta give!” Usu- 
ally family life runs more smoothly 
if the wife’s schedule is flexible 
enough to fit around these other 
inflexibles. In particular, to be able 
to take emergencies in stride — the 
illnesses, the odd day off from 
school and the many undefinable 
and unpredictable situations that 
constantly shatter the best-planned 
family calendars. Few women earn 
enough to pay for high calibre 
housekeepers, nurses or governesses 
who can take over these obligations. 

If the children are grown and 


the wife finds time heavy on her 
(continued on NEXT col.) 


hands, certainly she will want to 
put her abilities to use. If her hus- 
band’s occupation doesn’t involve 
her in obligations as a hostess or a 
community leader, if she isn’t in- 
terested in politics or local volun- 
tary organizations, then she may 
well prefer to get a job or go into 
business for herself, or take up a 
profession, art or skill in which she 
has been trained. In very large 
cities, such as New York or Chica- 
go, St. Louis or Detroit, many live 
in apartments and have light do- 
mestic duties, do not feel very per- 
sonal about community work and 
aren't obligated by their husbands’ 
careers either socially or profession- 
ally. Thus they can go to work with- 
out penalizing their husbands or 
families in any way, particularly if 
they enjoy the business or profes- 
sional world, like making more and 
spending more. Such couples often 
enjoy dining out in restaurants 
and participate in community life 
through the theater and other pub- 
lic entertainments. 


In our last issue we discussed the 
career in volunteer community serv- 
ice which can challenge the abili- 
ties of the ablest woman. Such ac- 
tivity often complements the work 
of the husband by building their 
joint position in the community. 
When the husband is an executive 
in a large corporation, the wife’s 
educational, cultural and social at- 
tainments are clearly recognized 
assets. 

For years big corporations have 
been scrutinizing wives when hiring 
or promoting junior executives. But 
it was more on an informal bring- 
her-to-lunch-and- watch -if-she-uses- 
the-right-fork basis. The system 
which has produced the organiza- 
tional man is now scrutinizing the 
wives more seriously. A New York 
management consultant firm is now 
giving a series of psychological per- 
sonality and intelligence tests to 
wives of prospective employees in 
order to evaluate their abilities and 
the type of community and environ- 
ment into which they will fit. 
Sounds as if corporation wives are 
becoming as important to their hus- 
bands’ careers as the wives of poli- 
ticians, clergymen, doctors and edu- 
cators have always been! 

For the woman who doesn’t have 
her work cut out for her quite so 
definitely, there are various ways in 
which she can add materially to the 
family income without being “less 
a wife,” as a commercial job often 
requires. If she has a flair for busi- 
ness, she can concentrate on family 
investments to good advantage. 


Even if the margin of savings is 
only a few dollars a week, she can 
learn how to invest these sums wise- 
ly; many adult night schools offer 


courses on investments; many banks 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


“capitalist-imperialism,” there is no reason why the great nations cannot 
live in peace, enjoy the abundance and benefits of an interchange of trade 
and culture. Mikoyan definitely suggested more trade, more communication. 


(continued) 


While Mikoyan did nothing to dispel the danger that communism 
might overwhelm us, he spoke rationally to businessmen, educators, stu- 
dents and political leaders who responded with a great deal of warmth. 
For Mikoyan outlined the conflict in terms that excluded a hydrogen holo- 
caust — and that makes sense to all mankind. As one of America’s top in- 
dustrialists said, “We can still keep our guard up, and yet see hope in the 
world, a way to live and grow. That’s better than we've heard from the 
Gloomy Guses in Washington for a long time.” 


THE SUBVERSION OF CUBA 


HE Cuban Revolution remains a remarkable picture of some of the 

forces that blight our Christian civilization. While most newspapers 
gave a frank account of the way the Cuban people focussed their wrath on 
the luxurious gambling resorts with their elaborate bars and cocktail 
lounges owned by U. S. gambling-liquor syndicates, news dispatches gen- 
erally ignored the responsibility which U. S. officialdom must bear for per- 
mitting the creation of the conditions that contributed to the inevitability 
of a bloody revolution. From several responsible sources (a brief AP dis- 
patch Jan. 8, N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Jan. 10, N. Y. Times, Jan. 9, 10, 11, 
etc.), we garnered the following revealing tidbits: 


“Americans should not be surprised at what happened, for bul- 
letins from Castro’s Rebel military headquarters had declared for months 
that the big gambling enterprises would be broken up, once the Rebels took 
over.” Yet the U. S. Government and its representatives in Cuba did noth- 
ing to curb the U. S. gambling rackets either as they operated from U. S. 
territory in Florida or through ambassadorial protection and privileges in 
Cuba. 


The State Dept. does not ordinarily maintain protection and privi- 
leges for U. S. citizens known to be engaged in criminal activities abroad! 
The AP observer reported that the odds were 90 to 1 against the customer 
in the Havana casinos owned by the U. S. gambler-racketeers — which 
isn’t gambling but robbery. And, as in Miami, Las Vegas, Reno, etc., pros- 
titution and the narcotics trade admittedly flourished around the Havana 
casinos and bars— undermining all law and order under the Batista 
regime. One reporter quoted Fidel Castro’s statement, “Gambling takes 
away from, rather than contributes to, the economy, and has destroyed the 
Cubans’ morals. We feel there are enough natural attractions in Cuba for 
tourists without gambling.” Again, “The Rebels hate legalized gambling 
because it has made the Cubans poor and the rich American racketeers 
richer. It has added millions to the fortune of $200 million which dictator 
Batista deposited in foreign banks.” The licensing fee for each gambling 
establishment was $25,000 with operators usually paying larger sums in 
bribes to the Batista Administration to prevent intervention in the lucra- 
tive prostitution and narcotics rackets. In most instances, when Castro was 
interviewed, his resentment against the American racketeers in Havana 
was the subject of his most heated remarks. It was obvious that some of 
the interviewers tried to hedge him away from these remarks but the young 
revolutionary leader persisted. 


THIS NOISY AND FLAGRANT CORRUPTION of Cuban life 
took place under the nose of the U. S. Embassy in Havana to such an ex- 
tent that, as the victorious Fidel Castro began to express his sentiments 
about the “American occupation,” our ambassador thought it best to ske- 
daddle along with the many gamblers who were flying, running and swim- 
ming for the mainland (although some of the big names have stayed on in 
Havana). The large American military mission has also been enough in 
evidence in all of this to cause Castro to express frankly his hope that the 
U. S. military mission would be removed. Latin American expert Carlton 
Beals (in the Nation, Jan. 14) states that U. S. representatives, diplomatic 
and military, celebrated many festive occasions on lavish scale with Batista 
and his cohorts, and had thus put the U. S. in bad light before all Cubans 
— not to mention before all Latin Americans. 


The U. S. gambling interests which have little trouble securing offi- 
cial sanctions to break the law in this country, as openly charged by Dis- 
trict Att’y Hogan in N. Y., have operated in Cuba on a scale that has been 
more subversively destructive and corrupting than were the Communists in 
Guatemala. And the wholesale torturing and killing carried on by the Ba- 
tista regime under the tutelage and support of the American gangsters — 


who are no mean craftsmen at torturing and killing themselves — would 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Working Wives and Economics 


and brokerage firms sponsor lec- 
tures on investments and handling 
money. When women learn the 
rudiments of finance, they can be- 
come quite as capable investors as 
men. Besides stocks and bonds, real 
estate offers many investment op- 
portunities (buying and improving a 
run-down piece of property and 
converting it into rental units, or 
buying real estate for re-sale in 
changing communities). The wom- 
an who considers one of these fields 
of endeavor should study the sub- 
ject thoroughly before venturing 
into it. For real estate investments, 
it is necessary to study the tax 
structure of the area, the zoning and 
building codes, the growth trends. 

The woman who can’t—or 
doesn’t want to — go into business 
can often be quite as valuable to 
the family financially by using her 
skill in making the family income 
go further. Here again, perfecting 
her skill to a professional level 
makes the difference between the 
amateur and the professional. 

If the wife is responsible for the 
family book - keeping, bill - paying 
and banking (2s more and more 
women are these days), then that’s 
the first place to start. Is this a busi- 
ness-like, orderly procedure, or a 
hit-or-miss scramble? An average 
household is a pretty fair sized op- 
eration and should be run in a busi- 
ness-like way, with clear records, 
accurate accounting, orderly files. 
The precise benefits are obvious at 
income-tax time; many legitimate 
deductions cannot be taken unless 
there are proper receipts and rec- 
ords. A clear record of family 
spending is also essential in order to 
budget expenditures to include the 
really important things, eliminate 
the places where money may be 
dribbling out on things that don’t 
matter very much. So the woman 
who handles the family finances 
should set up a simple but orderly 
system for keeping her books, oper- 
ating her budget, filing receipts, etc. 
She should also study the income 
tax forms and learn about all the 
legitimate deductions. 

The woman who sews can save 
important sums by learning to make 
beautifully tailored slipcovers and 
draperies — ready-mades aren't 
comparable and custom-mades are 
very expensive. Many women to- 
day do much of the painting and 
papering in their homes; some learn 
to do upholstery, simple basic car- 
pentry and even minor plumbing 
repairs. Here’s where she can beat 
the inflation. But know-how and 
proper tools are essential — just a 
“knack” isn’t good enough. Courses 
in various types of home mainte- 
nance are offered by County Exten- 
sion offices, the YWCA, adult edu- 


cation programs and other groups. 
Ccontinucd on NENT col.) 


(continued) 


Since ready-made clothes are 
cheap today and amazingly high in 
quality for the cost, the woman who 
makes the family clothes should be 
sure that her products justify her 
efforts. Therefore she will study de- 
signing and tailoring and learn to 
do work that competes with custom- 
mades rather than be “just as good” 
as ordinary ready-mades. 


The same goes for food process- 
ing, baking, etc. The housewife 
should not bother with “putting up” 
products that are merely “just as 
good” as the mass produced goods. 
Hers should be enough better in 
gourmet quality and nutritive value 
to justify her time and labor. Pure 
jelly (in place of the stretched-out- 
with - pectin commercial jellies); 
bread that has wheat germ and nu- 
trition-rich ingredients in place of 
devitalized, chemically - preserved 
store bread; fresh ground peanut 
butter in place of the hydrogenated 
commercial product that sacrifices 
food value to long-keeping quali- 
ties. This list can be a long one — 
better go to the library and read 
seriously about nutrition from a 
non-commercial source that isn’t 
blurbing some packaged product. 
(The magazines give much useful 
food information, but they have to 
play up their advertisers’ processed 
foods, so a woman must learn to 
“edit” them as she reads.) 


Each wife whose children no 
longer need constant care should 
analyze her particular situation, de- 
cide how her abilities and experi- 
ence can best be used, then study 
how to perfect herself in whichever 
field she selects. Going back to 
school for refresher courses is often 
a stimulating way to begin the 
“branching out” years. (Many com- 
munities now have challenging 
adult education programs. Others 
have colleges that offer a wide 
choice of courses for part-time 
adult students.) 

Since many women are free of 
responsibility for their children by 
the age of forty or so—and the 
life expectancy of a woman today 
is 72 — the question of what to do 
with these 30 years is a vital one. 
Yet often it is purely academic, for 
most women gradually grow into 
various activities as their children 
grow, so that their “released time” 
is filled as it becomes available. 
Thus they do not have to face a sud- 
den change or radical decision. 


But the personal advantages of 
taking up the work of one’s later 
years by a challenging effort is in- 
calculable. A goal that requires 
study and new professional disci- 
plines makes the difference between 
drifting into a field through “least 
resistance” and entering an area 
and era of endlessly widening 
horizons. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


match anything that’s happened recently in Poland or Russia. The U. S. 
has justifiably protested Castro’s continuing execution of Batista under- 
lings who are charged with the torture-deaths of many rebels. But why 
were there no protests from the U. S. over the thousands who were tor- 
tured and killed by the Batista tyranny during a period of seven years? No 
wonder the U. S. Ambassador had to clear out! And most of the press — 
which goes into hysterics over signs of Communist subversion in Latin- 
America — remains silent, as does official Washington, on the responsi- 
bility which U. S. officials have had in this whole raucous tragedy. 


(continued) 


DE GAULLE-DEMOCRACY IN A TEST TUBE 


HE world is witnessing a crucial test — whether a sick democracy can 

impose upon itself the strong medicine required for its own healing. 
When de Gaulle rose to power in France we reported that his most crucial 
task would be tax reform. With all authority firmly gathered in his hands 
through the last elections, the de Gaulle Government now, at last, makes 
its first move towards tax reform. 

Since World War Il, the rich of France have dodged taxes by 
falsifying their incomes in tax reports. But the new tax law is based on 
“visible wealth” —a tough yardstick that few wealthy Frenchmen can 
dodge. The Government will judge capacity to pay on the way Frenchmen 
live. Most of the wealthy tax-dodgers have luxurious apartments in Paris 
and chateaus in the country, along with numerous cars and servants. The 
wealthy will be taxed now in terms of scale of living, with heavy super- 
taxes laid on the ownership of extra automobiles, yachts, private airplanes 
and race horses. Since the rich of Italy, Spain and Greece similarly dodge 
taxes, the French reform is being watched closely. Yet the American press 
has made little note of the tax reforms — in keeping with the tradition of 
wealthy American publishers to go lightly on all criticism of wealth. 


DE GAULLE’S COURAGE also was pronounced in steps taken 
to cut drastically the state subsidies to French industry and agriculture. Vet- 
erans without disabilities will lose all their pensions; medical services will 
be costlier, and there will be much higher consumer prices on wines, to- 
bacco, with some increases in coal, gas, electricity and food. This belt- 
tightening is softened only by wage raises for those with the smallest in- 
comes and by the increase of unemployment benefits. This is the only way 
France can end her dangerous inflation and prevent a complete economic 
collapse, with the dangerous political aftermath that would bring. Since 
de Gaulle has won the support of both the left-wing and right-wing parties 
he is in a unique position to enforce these reforms. Socialist leaders, how- 
ever, are beginning to withdraw their support. Is this because they believe 
de Gaulle will fail and they want to be in a position to pick up the pieces? 


THE ALGERIAN REVOLUTION against French colonialism re- 
mains unresolved, although de Gaulle has made several tries. It probably 
cannot be solved short of complete independence for the Algerian people. 
De Gaulle has made it clear that he hopes to restore France’s economy to 
a level of abundance that will enable France to offer the Algerian people 
more as partners in the French commonwealth than they would gain 
through independence. The young educated Algerians, however, like the 
French industrialists and politicians, have their eyes on the oil and min- 
eral wealth that lies undeveloped in the Sahara. Can de Gaulle persuade 
these Algerians, who provide the driving force of their rebellion, that they 
will gain more in a partnership with France in the development of these 
resources than independence would bring them? This is the salient question. 


THE BACKGROUND FOR TOTALITARIANISM was adopted 
by the de Gaulle cabinet in December, giving the regime the right to de- 
cree a “general mobilization or a state of alert” at any time. (N. Y. Times, 
Dec. 30.) De Gaulle announced that this law was related to the threat of 
nuclear war or “subversive war.” In either case the Government will have 
the power to “requisition persons, goods and services” and to “commit all 
resources to the control and distribution by the Government.” By de 
Gaulle’s own actions, he has shown himself to be a just and courageous 
leader. But he has laid the foundation of tyranny as thoroughly as any 
dictates published by Hitler or Stalin. The “state of alert” and especially 
“the threat of subversion” could be used to suppress any kind of popular 
movement against the Government. De Gaulle’s immense popularity, and 
the confidence he has inspired, is evidenced in the way the French people 
have docilely accepted this rather amazing edict. But nonetheless there is 
much deep grumbling from the far-left and far-right leadership. The world 
watches and wonders, for all this may have immense significance for the 
future — whenever and wherever democracy may fail. 


Larter Ab Cee 





